Axillary artery to iliac vein vascular access using an externally supported prosthetic graft. A new procedure for the recalcitrant secondary access patient.
The axillary artery-iliac vein graft using externally supported PTFE is a viable option for this difficult patient group. It is capable of functioning well for up to 12 months. Most importantly, despite numerous prior access procedures, the axillary artery and iliac vein in each case were amenable to the procedure. Critical technical points include the use of externally splinted PTFE grafts, avoidance of crossing joints, and angling of the graft in the direction of the iliac vein at that anastomosis. The lack of thrombosis or infection to date, coupled with successful dialysis in every patient, suggests that this is one more option that can be used in the difficult secondary access patient.